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...SPECIFICATION control protocol 26 is an embroidery specific 

communication protocol, which allows the Windows CE, based GUI front 
end 24, to control and enhance the functionality of embroidery machine 
20. The presently preferred machine control protocol 26 provides 
communication via handshake packet based commands, acknowledgment 
replies , and status messages. The machine control protocol establishes a 
Master - Slave relationship between the GUI front end 24 and the non- 
GUI machine controller 28, by which the GUI front end 24 sends 
commands conventionally translated by the non- GUI machine controller 28 
into embroidery machine operations. The presently preferred machine 
control protocol 26 allows the GUI front end 24 to perform machine 
controller operations. The controller operations performed are the same 

...to step sequentially through the embroidery design, forwards or 
backwards by stitches or stops; to control the movement of the 
embroidery machine frame , to move left , right , forwards or 
backwards , trace designs, or return to origin. The machine control 
protocol 26 also provides the ability for the non- GUI machine 
controller 28 to send embroidery machine status and error messages to be 
displayed graphically via the Windows CE based GUI front end 24. 
As shown and preferred in FIG.l, the Windows CE based hardware... 
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